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LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

o By the end of this session, students are able to 

write a final draft of a cause and effect essay. 

o Students are able to edit the first draft of essay 

by reviewing and revising: 

– Writing strong thesis statements 

– Identifying transitions and connectors  

– Using appropriate vocabulary in context 

– Using consistent verb tense  

– Spelling and punctuation 
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EDITING YOUR DRAFT 
To rewrite your draft, follow the steps in writing an 
essay: 

Step 1: Choose a topic 

Step 2: Brainstorm 

Step 3: Outline 

Step 4: Write the first draft 

Step 5: Get feedback from a peer 

Step 6: Revise the First Draft 
 

 

 

https://www.esaunggul.ac.id/


www.esaunggul.ac.id 

DRAFTING A CAUSE AND EFFECT ESSAY 
• After making an outline and learning transition signal words of a cause 

and effect essay, you are to  write your draft.  

• Review your outline. Then write the first draft of a four-paragraph essay 
on the topic you chose.  

• There might be three types of cause and effect essay: 

• Many causes, one effect 

• One cause, many effects 

• Chains of causes and effects 

• Decide the topic. When selecting topics for this type of essay, a good 
writer should consider relevant questions such as:  

• What is the end effect?  

• Is there one primary effect, or are there several effects?  

• Is there one primary cause, or are there several causes? 

https://www.esaunggul.ac.id/


www.esaunggul.ac.id 

DRAFTING A CAUSE AND EFFECT ESSAY 
• After writing your draft, check it using the following checklist: 

• Does the essay have min. four paragraphs? 

• Does the introduction include background information? 

• Do the connecting sentences describe the event or situation 

that is the result of the causes? 

• Is there a thesis statement that focuses the essay? Does it 

mention two causes that lead to the situation? 

• Does each body paragraphs have a topic sentence that 

states one cause mentioned in the thesis statement? 

• Does supporting sentences in each body paragraph explain 

the cause in the topic sentence of that paragraph? 

• Does the conclusion summarize the causes and comment on 

them? 
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REVISING THE FIRST DRAFT 

• Read the feedback from your peer as you do peer editing. 

• Revise the first draft while checking the checklist  

– Writing strong thesis statements 

– Identifying transitions and connectors  

– Using appropriate vocabulary in context 

– Using consistent verb tense  

– Spelling and punctuation 

• Proofread the final draft 
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WRITING A STRONG THESIS STATEMENT 

• A strong thesis statement for a cause-effect essay 
indicates whether the essay focuses on causes or on 
effects.  

• Sometimes the thesis statement uses the words 
cause(s) or effects(s), but this is not necessary if 
either the cause or the effect is implied in the 
statement.  

• In addition, a thesis statement sometimes includes a 
number, such as three causes or two effects, but this 
is also optional. 
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WRITING A STRONG THESIS STATEMENT 
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WRITING A STRONG THESIS STATEMENT 

EXERCISE 

Write a thesis statement for each topic below.  

1) the causes of bullying 

………………………………………………………. 

2) the effects of being an only child 

……………………………………………………….. 

3) the causes of choosing a vegan diet 

………………………………………………………. 

4) the effects of society’s love for computers 

……………………………………………………… 
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IDENTIFYING TRANSITIONS AND 
CONNECTORS 

• Transitions and connectors are important in cause-effect 
essays because they help indicate causation or effect 
regarding the topic.  

• Perhaps the most familiar cause-effect transition word is 
because: “X happened because Y happened.”  

• Precise use of transitions helps the reader to follow the 
writer’s reasoning about cause-effect relationships. 

• The transitions for both a focus-on-causes essay and a focus-
on-effects essay are the same because both kinds of essays 
discuss one or more causes or one or more effects. 
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IDENTIFYING TRANSITIONS AND 
CONNECTORS 
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IDENTIFYING TRANSITIONS AND CONNECTORS 

EXERCISE 
Choose the appropriate connectors in the paragraph below. 
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USING VOCABULARY IN CONTEXT 
• It is important to choose appropriate words or vocabulary in context.  In 

writing an essay, academic words are also needed. Do the exercise below. 
Circle the best synonym, antonym or collocation from column A, B or C.  
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GRAMMAR: CONSISTENT VERB TENSE USAGE 
• Good writers are careful to use the same verb tense throughout an essay. 

While it is true that an essay may have, for example, some information 
about the past and some information about the present, most of the 
information will be about one time, most likely either past or present. Do 
not change verb tenses without a specific reason for doing so. 
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GRAMMAR: CONSISTENT VERB TENSE USAGE 
EXERCISE. In the paragraph, correct the verbs where the tense shifts for no 
reason. 
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GRAMMAR: SENTENCE FRAGMENTS 
• For many writers, sentence fragments, or incomplete sentences, are 

difficult to avoid.  

• Writing a fragment instead of a complete sentence is considered a very 
serious error because it shows a lack of understanding of the basic 
components of a sentence, namely a subject and a verb that express a 
complete thought.  

• Because fragments are one of the most serious errors in writing, it is 
imperative to learn how to avoid them 
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GRAMMAR: SENTENCE FRAGMENTS 
• EXERCISE. Write C on the line next to complete sentences. Write F if there 

is a fragment and circle the fragment.  

 

1) ____ Despite the heavy wind and the torrential rain, the young trees 
around the lake were able to survive the bad weather. It was a miracle. 

2) ____ The huge, two-story houses all have a very similar design. With no 
difference except the color of the roofs. 

3) ____ Shopping malls are a very popular tourist attraction in many cities, 
but some tourists are not interested in them. Shopping is not for 
everyone. 

4) ____ Because of the popularity of the film. Producers were anxious to 
begin work on its sequel. 

5) ____ Thousands of commuters were late for work this morning. Since the 
bus workers are on strike over pay and health benefits. 
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PEER EDITING 
Exchange your writing with a partner. Read your partner’s 
outline. Then use the following questions to help you to 
comment on your partner’s outline. Use your partner’s feedback 
to revise your outline. 

• How is the essay organised?  

• Focus-on-causes methods OR focus-on-effects 
methods? 

• Is there any aspect of the outline that is unclear to you? Give 
details. 

• Can you think of an area in the outline that needs more 
development? Make specific suggestions 

• If you have any other ideas or suggestions, write them here. 
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REVISE THE FIRST DRAFT 

• Be sure to offer positive suggestions and comments that will 
help your partner improve his or her essay. 

• Read the comments  about your essay. Then reread your 
essay. Can you identify places where you should make 
revisions? List the improvements you plan to make. 

• Use all the information from the previous steps to write the 
final version of your paper.  

• Often, writers will need to write a third or even a fourth draft 
to express their ideas as clearly as possible. Write as many 
drafts as necessary to produce a good essay.  

• Be sure to proofread your paper several times before you 
submit it so you find all the mistakes and correct them. 
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REVISE THE FIRST DRAFT 

 After you have completed the first draft of the essay, set it 
aside for a while.  

 When you reread what you have written, prepare for revising 
by asking yourself these questions: 

• Does the essay have a clearly stated thesis? 

• Have I backed up each main point with effective 
supporting details? Have I considered other patterns of 

development for my body paragraphs? Do I have enough detailed 
support to explain each cause or effect? Do I have a relatively equal 
amount of support for each main point? 

• Have I performed a logic check on my causes or effects? 
1. Have I made a time-sequence logical error? 

2. Have I considered multiple causes and chains of effects? 
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REVISE THE FIRST DRAFT 

• Have I used transition words to help readers follow the 
sequence of my train of thought? 

• Does my concluding paragraph wrap up my essay and 
either strengthen my point or give it wider meaning? 

 

 Continue to revise your essay until you can answer “yes” to 
each question. Then, be sure to check the next-to-final draft 
for sentence skills. 
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WRITER’S TIPS FOR CAUSE & EFFECTS ESSAYS 
 

 

(Langan & Windstanley, 2014:186-188) 
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WRITER’S TIPS FOR CAUSE & EFFECTS ESSAYS 
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WRITER’S TIPS FOR CAUSE & EFFECTS ESSAYS 
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WRITER’S TIPS FOR CAUSE & EFFECTS ESSAYS 

 

 

(Langan & Windstanley, 2014:186-188) 
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A CAUSE-EFFECT ESSAY EXAMPLE (1) 
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A CAUSE-EFFECT ESSAY EXAMPLE (2) 

 

 

(Savage & Mayer, 2005: 136-137) 
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THANK YOU 
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