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LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

o Students are able to use cause-effect signal 

words in an essay 

o By the end of this session, students are able to 

write a first draft of a cause and effect essay. 
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CAUSE AND EFFECT TRANSITIONS 

SIGNALS 

o Cause and effect structure words are transition signals 

which show the cause and effect relationships.  

o It is important to be clear which is the cause (or 

reason) and which is the effect (or result), and to use 

the correct transition word or phrase.  

o Remember that a cause happens first, and the effect 

happens later. 
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CAUSE AND EFFECT TRANSITIONS 

SIGNALS 
o Below are some common cause and effect structure words. X is 

used to indicate a cause, while Y is used to indicate the effect. 
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CAUSE AND EFFECT TRANSITIONS SIGNALS 

For EXAMPLE: 

o Worsening pollution levels in cities are due to the increased use 

of cars. 

o Because of the increased use of cars, pollution levels in cities are 

worsening. 

o As a result of the increased use of cars, pollution levels in cities 

are worsening. 

o The effect of the increased use of cars is a worsening of pollution 

levels in cities. 

o Cars are used increasingly for urban transport. As a 

consequence, pollution levels in cities are worsening. 

o Increased use of cars for urban transport 

adversely affects pollution levels in cities. 

o Increased use of cars for urban transport is one of the causes 

of worsening pollution levels in cities. 
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CAUSE SIGNAL WORDS 
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EXERCISE 1 

o Underline the part of the sentence that states a cause 

o Circle the word or words that introduce the cause 

 

1. Hollywood movies are known for their special effects because US 

audiences seem to demand them. 

2. Smog results from chemical pollutants being trapped under a 

layer of warm air. 

3. Little is known about life on the ocean floor, for scientists have 

only recently developed the technology to explore it. 

4. Holes are created in the protective ozone layer of the 

stratosphere as a result of the burning of fossils fuels. 

5. War, famine, and ethnic violence have caused a flood of refugees 

in the past 50 years. 
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EFFECT SIGNALWORDS 
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EXERCISE 2 

o Underline the part of the sentence that states an 

effect 

o Circle the word or words that introduce the effect 

1. However, electric cars are reliable, economical, and nonpolluting; 

therefore, the government is spending millions of dollars to 

improve their technology. 

2. His patient diplomacy resulted in the successful negotiation of a 

peace treaty. 

3. Cold water is denser than warm water and will therefore sink. 

4. Freshwater is less dense than salt water, so it tends to float on 

the surface of a body of salt water. 

5. The cause of the patient’s rapid recovery was the excellent care 

he received from his doctor. 
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THE FUTURE WITH ‘WILL’ 
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USING ‘WILL’ WITH ‘SO THAT’ 
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FUTURE POSSIBILITY WITH ‘IF CLAUSES’ 
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EXERCISE 

o Use the following cause/effect transition words to complete the sentence 

below. Some words maybe used more than once. 

 

 

 

 

1. If you are caught driving too fast,  ……. you will get a speeding ticket. 

2. High fuel costs ……. higher food prices and the loss of many jobs. 

3. It was raining and I missed my bus; ……, I got wet and missed my test. 

4. A woman’s use of alcohol during pregnancy can ….. Birth defects in an 

unborn child. 

5. John ate too fast. ……., he had a stomachache. 

6. I was doing some really difficult homework. …...., a cake in the oven 

burned. 

7. They have been so happy … they won the first prize in the competition. 

 

 

 

 

for 
example 

so consequently therefore since result in 

result in then as a result lead to led to 
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EXERCISE 

8. Some water pipes under the house broke this morning, ………. We had 

no water for hours. 

9. Some people built their houses very close to the beach. ……., they have 

had to spend a lot of money trying to protect them from the sea during 

storms. 

10.……… Larry’s car stereo was on so loud, I could see his mouth moving, 

but I had no idea what he was saying. 

11.David is very poor football player; ………. He should be kicked off the 

team. 

12.Your teeth are badly decayed, ……. They will have to be removed. 

13.Many families take to the roads in July and August, when they 

traditionally go on vacation. ……., oil company raise the price of gasoline 

during these months. 

14.Exercising provides many positive health benefits for adults. …, adults 

who exercise tend to have a lower incidence of heart disease attacks 

than adults who do not exercise. 

15.Job opportunities …. The movement of people from the countryside to the 

cities. 
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DRAFTING A CAUSE AND EFFECT ESSAY 
• After making an outline and learning transition signal words of a cause 

and effect essay, you are to  write your draft.  

• Review your outline. Then write the first draft of a four-paragraph essay 
on the topic you chose.  

• There might be three types of cause and effect essay: 

• Many causes, one effect 

• One cause, many effects 

• Chains of causes and effects 

• Decide the topic. When selecting topics for this type of essay, a good 
writer should consider relevant questions such as:  

• What is the end effect?  

• Is there one primary effect, or are there several effects?  

• Is there one primary cause, or are there several causes? 
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DRAFTING A CAUSE AND EFFECT ESSAY 
• After you selected a topic, determine whether you will focus more on the 

causes of the issue or the effects of it. 

• Selecting topic will help you develop supporting details for your essay, 
which is an important step in constructing a solid essay. 

• Strong thesis statement for cause and effect essays indicates whether the 
essay focuses on causes or on effects. Sometimes the thesis statement 
uses the words cause(s) or effects(s), but this is not necessary if either the 
cause or the effect is implied in the statement.  
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DRAFTING A CAUSE AND EFFECT ESSAY 
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DRAFTING A CAUSE AND EFFECT ESSAY: AN 
EXAMPLE  
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DRAFTING A CAUSE AND EFFECT ESSAY 
• After writing your draft, check it using the following checklist: 

• Does the essay have min. four paragraphs? 

• Does the introduction include background information? 

• Do the connecting sentences describe the event or situation 

that is the result of the causes? 

• Is there a thesis statement that focuses the essay? Does it 

mention two causes that lead to the situation? 

• Does each body paragraphs have a topic sentence that 

states one cause mentioned in the thesis statement? 

• Does supporting sentences in each body paragraph explain 

the cause in the topic sentence of that paragraph? 

• Does the conclusion summarize the causes and comment on 

them? 

https://www.esaunggul.ac.id/


www.esaunggul.ac.id 

REFERENCES 

o Oshima, A & Hogue,A. 2006. Writing Academic English. 

4th edition. Pearson Longman 

o Savage, A & Mayer, P. 2005. Effective Academic Writing 

2: the Short Essay. Oxford: Oxford University Press 

o Langan, J. 2014. Essay Writing Skills with Readings. 

Canada: McGraw-Hill Ryerson 

o https://handmadewriting.com/blog/guides/cause-and-

effect-essay-outline/ 

o https://www.ieltsachieve.com/ielts-writing-task-

2/2017/5/22/how-to-write-a-cause-and-effect-essay 

https://www.esaunggul.ac.id/
https://handmadewriting.com/blog/guides/cause-and-effect-essay-outline/
https://handmadewriting.com/blog/guides/cause-and-effect-essay-outline/
https://handmadewriting.com/blog/guides/cause-and-effect-essay-outline/
https://handmadewriting.com/blog/guides/cause-and-effect-essay-outline/
https://handmadewriting.com/blog/guides/cause-and-effect-essay-outline/
https://handmadewriting.com/blog/guides/cause-and-effect-essay-outline/
https://handmadewriting.com/blog/guides/cause-and-effect-essay-outline/
https://handmadewriting.com/blog/guides/cause-and-effect-essay-outline/
https://handmadewriting.com/blog/guides/cause-and-effect-essay-outline/
https://handmadewriting.com/blog/guides/cause-and-effect-essay-outline/
https://www.ieltsachieve.com/ielts-writing-task-2/2017/5/22/how-to-write-a-cause-and-effect-essay
https://www.ieltsachieve.com/ielts-writing-task-2/2017/5/22/how-to-write-a-cause-and-effect-essay
https://www.ieltsachieve.com/ielts-writing-task-2/2017/5/22/how-to-write-a-cause-and-effect-essay
https://www.ieltsachieve.com/ielts-writing-task-2/2017/5/22/how-to-write-a-cause-and-effect-essay
https://www.ieltsachieve.com/ielts-writing-task-2/2017/5/22/how-to-write-a-cause-and-effect-essay
https://www.ieltsachieve.com/ielts-writing-task-2/2017/5/22/how-to-write-a-cause-and-effect-essay
https://www.ieltsachieve.com/ielts-writing-task-2/2017/5/22/how-to-write-a-cause-and-effect-essay
https://www.ieltsachieve.com/ielts-writing-task-2/2017/5/22/how-to-write-a-cause-and-effect-essay
https://www.ieltsachieve.com/ielts-writing-task-2/2017/5/22/how-to-write-a-cause-and-effect-essay
https://www.ieltsachieve.com/ielts-writing-task-2/2017/5/22/how-to-write-a-cause-and-effect-essay
https://www.ieltsachieve.com/ielts-writing-task-2/2017/5/22/how-to-write-a-cause-and-effect-essay
https://www.ieltsachieve.com/ielts-writing-task-2/2017/5/22/how-to-write-a-cause-and-effect-essay
https://www.ieltsachieve.com/ielts-writing-task-2/2017/5/22/how-to-write-a-cause-and-effect-essay
https://www.ieltsachieve.com/ielts-writing-task-2/2017/5/22/how-to-write-a-cause-and-effect-essay
https://www.ieltsachieve.com/ielts-writing-task-2/2017/5/22/how-to-write-a-cause-and-effect-essay
https://www.ieltsachieve.com/ielts-writing-task-2/2017/5/22/how-to-write-a-cause-and-effect-essay
https://www.ieltsachieve.com/ielts-writing-task-2/2017/5/22/how-to-write-a-cause-and-effect-essay
https://www.ieltsachieve.com/ielts-writing-task-2/2017/5/22/how-to-write-a-cause-and-effect-essay
https://www.ieltsachieve.com/ielts-writing-task-2/2017/5/22/how-to-write-a-cause-and-effect-essay
https://www.ieltsachieve.com/ielts-writing-task-2/2017/5/22/how-to-write-a-cause-and-effect-essay
https://www.ieltsachieve.com/ielts-writing-task-2/2017/5/22/how-to-write-a-cause-and-effect-essay


www.esaunggul.ac.id 

THANK YOU 
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