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Opinion essays are discursive essays in which you present your personal opinion on a 
particular topic. Your opinion must be stated clearly and supported by justifications. You 
should also present the opposing viewpoint(s) in a separate paragraph. 

An opinion essay should consist of: 

a) an introduction in which you introduce the subject and state your opinion clearly; 

b) a main body, consisting of two or more paragraphs (each presenting a separate viewpoint 
supported by reasons/examples), including a paragraph giving the opposing viewpoint 
supported by reasons/examples; and 

c)a conclusion, in which you restate your opinion using different words. 

You normally use present tensesinthistype of writing, andphrases such as I believe,Inmy 
opinion , I think, It seems to me that, I stronglydisagree with , etc to express youropinion. You 
should list yourviewpoints withFirstly, Furthermore, Moreover, Also, etc,and introduce the 
opposing viewpoint using However, On theotherhand, etc. 

Opinion essays are normally written in a formal style, therefore you should avoidusing 
colloquial expressions, short forms or personal examples. Youcan find thistypeofwriting inthe 
form ofan article in newspapers, magazines, etc. 

English and Maths are more important subjects than Art and Music 

Isn't it unfortunate that in today's society there are so many people who cannot read, write or 
even do arithmetic? I strongly believe that, although subjects such as Art and Music are 
important, English and Maths are the most fundamental part of our education. 

In the first place, when you know how to read, write and do simple calculations, you have the 
tools required in order to deal with everyday matters. For example, being able to read and 
write can help you communicate and express yourself dearly. Moreover, you need basic 
maths for such daily chores as doing your shopping, paying your bills and managing your 
money. 

Furthermore, it is essential to have a good knowledge of English and Maths in order to find 
even the simplest job. Reading, writing and mathematical skills are the minimum 
requirements that most employers demand. 

On the other hand, it can be argued that Art and Music are just as significant as English and 
Maths. For instance, learning how to draw or play an instrument can introduce a child to a 
whole new world. In addition to this, subjects such as Art and Music can provide children with 
a wellrounded education rather than just basic skills. 

All things considered, though, it seems to me that English and Maths are vital subjects. 
Without learning toread, write or do arithmetic, people may have difficulties coping with even 
the simplest tasks in daily life. 

 

 

SOURCE: 109_Opinion essay, 4RMG.doc 
 

SOURCE: https://www.mg.edu.rs/attachments/109_Opinion%20essay,%204RMG.doc 

https://www.mg.edu.rs/attachments/109_Opinion essay, 4RMG.doc


 

Opinion Essays (Writing Example) 

Opinion Essays 

An opinion essay is a formal piece of writing. It requires your opinion on a topic, 
which must be stated clearly, giving various viewpoints on the topic supported by 
reasons and/or examples. You should also include the opposing viewpoint in another 
paragraph. 

A successful opinion essay should have: 

a) an introductory paragraph in which you state the topic and your opinion. 

b) a main body which consists of several paragraphs, each presenting a separate 
viewpoint supported by reasons. You also include a paragraph presenting the opposing 
viewpoint and reason why you think it is an unconvincing viewpoint; and a 

c) conclusion in which you restate your opinion using different words. 

Introduction Wikipedia 

Paragraph 1 
state the topic and your opinion clearly 

Main Body 
Paragraph 2 
viewpoint 1 & reason, example 

Paragraph 3 
viewpoint 2 & reason, example 

Paragraph 4 
viewpoint 3 & reason/ example* 

Paragraph 5 
opposing viewpoint & reason/example* 

Conclusion 
Final paragraph 
summarise/restate opinion 

 You may include more viewpoints, and thus more paragraphs in the main body. 

Points to consider 
• Decide whether you agree or disagree with the subject of the topic, then make a list of your 
viewpoints and reasons. 
• Write welldeveloped paragraphs, joining the sentences with appropriate linking words and 
phrases. Do not forget to start each paragraph with a topic sentence which summarises what 
the paragraph is about. 
• Linking words and phrases should also be used to join one paragraph with the other. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Introduction_(writing)


Go to Exercises 

 

Exercises 

1 Read the model below and complete the paragraph plan below, identifying the topic 
of each paragraph. Has the opposing viewpoint been included, and if so, in which 
paragraph? Then, replace the linking words or phrases in bold type with other 
synonymous ones. 

"Although the position of women in society today has improved, there is still a great deal of 
sexual discrimination." Do you agree? 

Throughout this century, the role of women within society has changed, and the majority of 
people feel that the change is for the better. More women work than ever before, and it is 
accepted in Western culture that many women now have careers. Nonetheless, in my 
opinion there is still a great deal of sexual discrimination against women within society, and 
the belief that sexual equality has been achieved is not altogether accurate. 
To begin with, many women find it very difficult to return to work after having children. The 
main reason for this is that there are rarely any provisions made for childcare in the 
workplace and, in these cases, women are forced to find someone to look after the children 
while they are at work. Obviously, this can prove to be a timeconsuming and expensive 
process, yet it must be done if mothers are to be able to resume their careers. 

Secondly, the traditional views of the position of women within society are so deeply 
ingrained that they have not really changed. For instance, not only is the view that women 
should stay at home and look after their family still widely held, but it is reinforced through 
images seen on television programmes and advertisements. An example of this is that few 
men are ever seen doing housework on television, since this is traditionally thought of as "a 
woman's job". 
Thirdly, since families often need two incomes in order to enjoy a good standard of living, a 
woman finds herself doing two jobs: one at home and one at the office. So, it could be said 
that a woman's position has, in fact, deteriorated rather than improved, with the result that 
women carry the burdens of equality but get none of the benefits. 
In contrast, there are some people who claim that the problem of sexual discrimination no 
longer exists. They point out that women do, after all, have legal rights intended to protect 
them from discrimination. In addition, a few women are now beginning to reach top positions 
as judges, business leaders and politicians, while a number of other previously allmale 
professions are opening their ranks to women. Nonetheless, these examples are not the 
norm and discrimination is still very much with us. 
Taking these points into consideration, I would say that the position of women has 
improved only slightly. While rules and laws have changed, it is the deeprooted opinions of 
people within society which are taking a longer time to evolve. Needless to say, attitudes 
have changed, sexual discrimination will remain a problem which we all need to face and 
fight against. 

 

 

http://academicwriting.wikidot.com/exercises
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Works consulted 

Taken from "Successful Writing Proficiency" by Virginia Evans 

 

SOURCE: http://academicwriting.wikidot.com/opinionessays 
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Writing Opinion Essays leads your students step by step through creating an essay that 
expresses an opinion and supports it with strong reasons. Instructions, activities, examples, 
videos, interactives, and downloads help students gain new skills in persuading and building 
arguments. You can also present this unit right from your interactive whiteboard. 

Students warm up their thinking by evaluating different opinions and reasons to determine 
which are strong and which are weak. Then they read a sample opinion paragraph and 
essay and write in response to them. Afterward, they are ready to write their own opinion 
essays: 

 Prewriting activities help students brainstorm topic ideas, develop an opinion, gather 
details about the opinion, and select reasons to support the opinion. 

 Writing activities help students write a beginning that grabs the reader's interest and 
leads to the opinion statement. Students develop middle paragraphs that provide 
reasons to support the opinion along with factual details that elaborate the reasons. 
They create ending paragraphs that revisit the opinion. 

 Revising activities help students make concessions, use transitions, get a peer 
review, and use a checklist to revise. 

 Editing activities help students use commas with introductory words and ensure 
subjectverb agreement. An editing checklist helps students check for common 
errors. 

 Publishing activities help students create a clean final copy of their opinion essays 
and reflect on their learning. 

 

WarmUp for Opinion Essays 

An opinion essay makes a case for a personal feeling you have about an important topic. 
This lesson will help you think about your opinions on different topics and your reasons for 
feeling the way you do. 

Listen to "What Is an Opinion?" 

What Is an Opinion? 



 

(c) Thoughtful Learning 2016 

An opinion essay explains a writer’s view about an important topic. Stating an opinion is 
easy: “I love that movie!” you might say, even though your friend might feel differently, or “I 
can’t wait for gym,” even though a classmate dreads it. Giving reasons for your opinion is not 
as easy. It requires you to think about why you feel the way you do. 

Writing an opinion essay is all about careful thinking. Your opinion statement must be well 
thought out, and it must be supported by reliable reasons. As a result, opinion essays usually 
require some research. Once you have gathered your reasons, you can arrange them from 
most important to least important, or the other way around. In the end, your goal is to 
produce an essay that convinces your reader to agree with you. 

SOURCE: https://k12.thoughtfullearning.com/products/writingopinionessays 

https://k12.thoughtfullearning.com/products/writing-opinion-essays


Topics for Opinion Essays 

1. People attend college or university for many different reasons (for example, new 
experiences, career preparation, increased knowledge). Why do you think people attend 
college or university? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

2. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents are the best teachers. 
Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

3. Nowadays, food has become easier to prepare. Has this change improved the way people 
live? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

4. It has been said, „Not everything that is learned is contained in books.“ Compare and 
contrast knowledge gained from experience with knowledge gained from books. In your 
opinion, which source is more important? Why? 

5. A company has announced that it wishes to build a large factory near your community. 
Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of this new influence on your community. Do you 
support or oppose the factory? Explain your position. 

6. If you could change one important thing about your hometown, what would you change? 
Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer. 

7. How do movies or television influence people’s behavior? Use reasons and specific 
examples to support your answer. 

8. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Television has destroyed 
communication among friends and family. Use specific reasons and examples to support 
your opinion. 

9. Some people prefer to live in a small town. Others prefer to live in a big city. Which place 
would you prefer to live in? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer. 

10. „When people succeed, it is because of hard work. Luck has nothing to do with success.“ 
Do you agree or disagree with the quotation above? Use specific reasons and examples to 
explain your position. 

11. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Universities should give the 
same amount of money to their students‘ sports activities as they give to their university 
libraries. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 

12. Many people visit museums when they travel to new places. Why do you think people 
visit museums? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

13. Some people prefer to eat at food stands or restaurants. Other people prefer to prepare 
and eat food at home. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support 
your answer. 

14. Some people believe that university students should be required to attend classes. 
Others believe that going to classes should be optional for students. Which point of view do 
you agree with? Use specific reasons and details to explain your answer. 



15. Neighbors are the people who live near us. In your opinion, what are the qualities of a 
good neighbor? Use specific details and examples in your answer. 

16. It has recently been announced that a new restaurant may be built in your neighborhood. 
Do you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your 
answer. 

17. Some people think that they can learn better by themselves than with a teacher. Others 
think that it is always better to have a teacher. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons to 
develop your essay. 

18. What are some important qualities of a good supervisor (boss)? Use specific details and 
examples to explain why these qualities are important. 

19. Should governments spend more money on improving roads and highways, or should 
governments spend more money on improving public transportation (buses, trains, 
subways)? Why? Use specific reasons and details to develop your essay. 

20. It is better for children to grow up in the countryside than in a big city. Do you agree or 
disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to develop your essay. 

21. In general, people are living longer now. Discuss the causes of this phenomenon. Use 
specific reasons and details to develop your essay. 

22. We all work or will work in our jobs with many different kinds of people. In your opinion, 
what are some important characteristics of a coworker (someone you work closely with)? 
Use reasons and specific examples to explain why these characteristics are important. 

23. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Sometimes it is better not to tell 
the truth. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer. 

24. In some countries, teenagers have jobs while they are still students. Do you think this is a 
good idea? Support your opinion by using specific reasons and details. 

25. A person you know is planning to move to your town or city. What do you think this 
person would like and dislike about living in your town or city? Why? Use specific reasons 
and details to develop your essay. 

26. It has recently been announced that a large shopping center may be built in your 
neighborhood. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details 
to support your answer. 

27. It has recently been announced that a new movie theater may be built in your 
neighborhood. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details 
to support your answer. 

28. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People should sometimes do 
things that they do not enjoy doing. Use specific reasons and examples to support your 
answer. 



29. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Television, newspapers, 
magazines, and other media pay too much attention to the personal lives of famous people 
such as public figures and celebrities. Use specific reasons and details to explain your 
opinion. 

30. Some people believe that the Earth is being harmed (damaged) by human activity. 
Others feel that human activity makes the Earth a better place to live. What is your opinion? 
Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

31. It has recently been announced that a new high school may be built in your community. 
Do you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details in your answer. 

32. Some people spend their entire lives in one place. Others move a number of times 
throughout their lives, looking for a better job, house, community, or even climate. Which do 
you prefer: staying in one place or moving in search of another place? Use reasons and 
specific examples to support your opinion. 

33. Is it better to enjoy your money when you earn it or is it better to save your money for 
some time in the future? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 

34. You have received a gift of money. The money is enough to buy either a piece of jewelry 
you like or tickets to a concert you want to attend. Which would you buy? Use specific 
reasons and details to support your answer. 

35. You must select a person to teach others to do a job. Which one of the following is the 
most important for you to consider in making your selection? “ the person’s education “ the 
person’s work experience “ the quality of the person’s previous work Use specific reasons 
and examples to support your answer. 

36. Businesses should hire employees for their entire lives. Do you agree or disagree? Use 
specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

37. Countries, businesses, and schools are three areas that need good leaders. Choose one 
of these three areas and describe the most important qualities of a leader in that area. 
Explain why these qualities are important, using specific examples and details. 

38. Choose one of the following transportation vehicles and explain why you think it has 
changed people’s lives. “ Automobiles “ Bicycles “ Airplanes Use specific reasons and 
examples to support your answer. 

39. Do you agree or disagree that progress is always good? Use specific reasons and 
examples to support your answer. 

40. Learning about the past has no value for those of us living in the present. Do you agree 
or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

41. The expression „Never, never give up“ means to keep trying and never stop working for 
your goals. Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Use specific reasons and 
examples to support your answer. 



42. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? With the help of technology, 
students nowadays can learn more information and learn it more quickly. Use specific 
reasons and examples to support your answer. 

43. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Games are as important for 
adults as they are for children. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

44. Awards and prizes are given for excellence in various fields. Do these awards and prizes 
serve a useful purpose? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 

45. Some people think that human needs for farmland, housing, and industry are more 
important than saving land for endangered animals. Do you agree or disagree with this point 
of view? Why or why not? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

46. What is a very important skill a person should learn in order to be successful in the world 
today? Choose one skill and use specific reasons and examples to support your choice. 

47. Resolving problems between individuals or groups is important. What should be 
considered or kept in mind in resolving problems between individuals or groups? Use specific 
reasons and examples to support your answer. 

48. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Selfconfidence is the most 
important factor for success in school or at work. Use specific reasons and examples to 
support your opinion. 

49. Why do you think some people are attracted to dangerous sports or other dangerous 
activities? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

50. Which is more important for success: the natural ability you are born with or hard work? 
Explain your opinion, using specific reasons and examples. 

51. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents or other adult relatives 
should make important decisions for their older (15 to 18 yearold) teenaged children. Use 
specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 

52. Some people like to travel with a companion. Other people prefer to travel alone. Which 
do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice. 

53. Some people prefer to get up early in the morning and start the day’s work. Others prefer 
to get up later in the day and work until late at night. Which do you prefer? Use specific 
reasons and examples to support your choice. 

54. What are the important qualities of a good son or daughter? Have these qualities 
changed or remained the same over time in your culture? Use specific reasons and 
examples to support your answer. 

55. Some people prefer to work for a large company. Others prefer to work for a small 
company. Which would you prefer? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice. 



56. People work because they need money to live. What are some other reasons that people 
work? Discuss one or more of these reasons. Use specific examples and details to support 
your answer. 

57. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Facetoface communication is 
better than other types of communication, such as letters, email, or telephone calls. Use 
specific reasons and details to support your answer. 

58. Some people like to do only what they already do well. Other people prefer to try new 
things and take risks. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support 
your choice. 

59. Some people believe that success in life comes from taking risks or chances. Others 
believe that success results from careful planning. In your opinion, what does success come 
from? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

60. What change would make your hometown more appealing to people your age? Use 
specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 

61. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The most important aspect of a 
job is the money a person earns. Use specific reasons and examples to support your 
answer. 

62. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? One should never judge a person 
by external appearances. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer. 

63. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A person should never make an 
important decision alone. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

64. A company is going to give some money either to support the arts or to protect the 
environment. Which do you think the company should choose? Use specific reasons and 
examples to support your answer. 

65. Some movies are serious, designed to make the audience think. Other movies are 
designed primarily to amuse and entertain. Which type of movie do you prefer? Use specific 
reasons and examples to support your answer. 

66. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Businesses should do anything 
they can to make a profit. Use specific reasons and examples to support your position. 

67. Some people are always in a hurry to go places and get things done. Other people prefer 
to take their time and live life at a slower pace. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons 
and examples to support your answer. 

68. Some people think governments should spend as much money as possible exploring 
outer space (for example, traveling to the Moon and to other planets). Other people disagree 
and think governments should spend this money for our basic needs on Earth. Which of 
these two opinions do you agree with? Use specific reasons and details to support your 
answer. 



69. People have different ways of escaping the stress and difficulties of modern life. Some 
read; some exercise; others work in their gardens. What do you think are the best ways of 
reducing stress? Use specific details and examples in your answer. 

70. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Teachers should be paid 
according to how much their students learn. Give specific reasons and examples to support 
your opinion. 

71. If you were asked to send one thing representing your country to an international 
exhibition, what would you choose? Why? Use specific reasons and details to explain your 
choice. 

72. You have been told that dormitory rooms at your university must be shared by two 
students. Would you rather have the university assign a student to share a room with you, or 
would you rather choose your own roommate? Use specific reasons and details to explain 
your answer. 

73. Some people think that governments should spend as much money as possible on 
developing or buying computer technology. Other people disagree and think that this money 
should be spent on more basic needs. Which one of these opinions do you agree with? Use 
specific reasons and details to support your answer. 

74. Some people like doing work by hand. Others prefer using machines. Which do you 
prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

75. Schools should ask students to evaluate their teachers. Do you agree or disagree? Use 
specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

76. In your opinion, what is the most important characteristic (for example, honesty, 
intelligence, a sense of humor) that a person can have to be successful in life? Use specific 
reasons and examples from your experience to explain your answer. When you write your 
answer, you are not limited to the examples listed in the prompt. 

77. It is generally agreed that society benefits from the work of its members. Compare the 
contributions of artists to society with the contributions of scientists to society. Which type of 
contribution do you think is valued more by your society? Give specific reasons to support 
your answer. 

78. Students at universities often have a choice of places to live. They may choose to live in 
university dormitories, or they may choose to live in apartments in the community. Compare 
the advantages of living in university housing with the advantages of living in an apartment in 
the community. Where would you prefer to live? Give reasons for your preference. 

79. You need to travel from your home to a place 40 miles (64 kilometers) away. Compare 
the different kinds of transportation you could use. Tell which method of travel you would 
choose. Give specific reasons for your choice. 

80. Some people believe that a college or university education should be available to all 
students. Others believe that higher education should be available only to good students. 
Discuss these views. Which view do you agree with? Explain why. 



81. Some people believe that the best way of learning about life is by listening to the advice 
of family and friends. Other people believe that the best way of learning about life is through 
personal experience. Compare the advantages of these two different ways of learning about 
life. Which do you think is preferable? Use specific examples to support your preference. 

82. When people move to another country, some of them decide to follow the customs of the 
new country. Others prefer to keep their own customs. Compare these two choices. Which 
one do you prefer? Support your answer with specific details. 

83. Some people prefer to spend most of their time alone. Others like to be with friends most 
of the time. Do you prefer to spend your time alone or with friends? Use specific reasons to 
support your answer. 

84. Some people prefer to spend time with one or two close friends. Others choose to spend 
time with a large number of friends. Compare the advantages of each choice. Which of these 
two ways of spending time do you prefer? Use specific reasons to support your answer. 

85. Some people think that children should begin their formal education at a very early age 
and should spend most of their time on school studies. Others believe that young children 
should spend most of their time playing. Compare these two views. Which view do you agree 
with? Why? 

86. The government has announced that it plans to build a new university. Some people 
think that your community would be a good place to locate the university. Compare the 
advantages and disadvantages of establishing a new university in your community. Use 
specific details in your discussion. 

87. Some people think that the family is the most important influence on young adults. Other 
people think that friends are the most important influence on young adults. Which view do 
you agree with? Use examples to support your position. 

88. Some people prefer to plan activities for their free time very carefully. Others choose not 
to make any plans at all for their free time. Compare the benefits of planning freetime 
activities with the benefits of not making plans. Which do you preferplanning or not planning 
for your leisure time? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your choice. 

89. People learn in different ways. Some people learn by doing things; other people learn by 
reading about things; others learn by listening to people talk about things. Which of these 
methods of learning is best for you? Use specific examples to support your choice. 

90. Some people choose friends who are different from themselves. Others choose friends 
who are similar to themselves. Compare the advantages of having friends who are different 
from you with the advantages of having friends who are similar to you. Which kind of friend 
do you prefer for yourself? Why? 

91. Some people enjoy change, and they look forward to new experiences. Others like their 
lives to stay the same, and they do not change their usual habits. Compare these two 
approaches to life. Which approach do you prefer? Explain why. 



92. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People behave differently when 
they wear different clothes. Do you agree that different clothes influence the way people 
behave? Use specific examples to support your answer. 

93. Decisions can be made quickly, or they can be made after careful thought. Do you agree 
or disagree with the following statement? The decisions that people make quickly are always 
wrong. Use reasons and specific examples to support your opinion. 

94. Some people trust their first impressions about a person’s character because they 
believe these judgments are generally correct. Other people do not judge a person’s 
character quickly because they believe first impressions are often wrong. Compare these two 
attitudes. Which attitude do you agree with? Support your choice with specific examples. 

95. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People are never satisfied with 
what they have; they always want something more or something different. Use specific 
reasons to support your answer. 

96. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People should read only those 
books that are about real events, real people, and established facts. Use specific reasons 
and details to support your opinion. 

97. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important for students 
to study history and literature than it is for them to study science and mathematics. Use 
specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 

98. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? All students should be required to 
study art and music in secondary school. Use specific reasons to support your answer. 

99. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? There is nothing that young 
people can teach older people. Use specific reasons and examples to support your position. 

100. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Reading fiction (such as novels 
and short stories) is more enjoyable than watching movies. Use specific reasons and 
examples to explain your position. 

101. Some people say that physical exercise should be a required part of every school day. 
Other people believe that students should spend the whole school day on academic studies. 
Which opinion do you agree with? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer. 

102. A university plans to develop a new research center in your country. Some people want 
a center for business research. Other people want a center for research in agriculture 
(farming). Which of these two kinds of research centers do you recommend for your country? 
Use specific reasons in your recommendation. 

103. Some young children spend a great amount of their time practicing sports. Discuss the 
advantages and disadvantages of this. Use specific reasons and examples to support your 
answer. 

104. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Only people who earn a lot of 
money are successful. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 



105. If you could invent something new, what product would you develop? Use specific 
details to explain why this invention is needed. 

106. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A person’s childhood years (the 
time from birth to twelve years of age) are the most important years of a person’s life. Use 
specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

107. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Children should be required to 
help with household tasks as soon as they are able to do so. Use specific reasons and 
examples to support your answer. 

108. Some high schools require all students to wear school uniforms. Other high schools 
permit students to decide what to wear to school. Which of these two school policies do you 
think is better? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 

109. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Playing a game is fun only 
when you win. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

110. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? High schools should allow 
students to study the courses that students want to study. Use specific reasons and 
examples to support your opinion. 

111. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to be a member of a 
group than to be the leader of a group. Use specific reasons and examples to support your 
answer. 

112. What do you consider to be the most important room in a house? Why is this room more 
important to you than any other room? Use specific reasons and examples to support your 
opinion. 

113. If you could make one important change in a school that you attended, what change 
would you make? Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer. 

114. A gift (such as a camera, a soccer ball, or an animal) can contribute to a child’s 
development. What gift would you give to help a child develop? Why? Use reasons and 
specific examples to support your choice. 

115. Some people believe that students should be given one long vacation each year. Others 
believe that students should have several short vacations throughout the year. Which 
viewpoint do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice. 

116. Would you prefer to live in a traditional house or in a modern apartment building? Use 
specific reasons and details to support your choice. 

117. Some people say that advertising encourages us to buy things we really do not need. 
Others say that advertisements tell us about new products that may improve our lives. Which 
viewpoint do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

118. Some people prefer to spend their free time outdoors. Other people prefer to spend 
their leisure time indoors. Would you prefer to be outside or would you prefer to be inside for 
your leisure activities? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your choice. 



119. Your school has received a gift of money. What do you think is the best way for your 
school to spend this money? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice. 

120. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Playing games teaches us 
about life. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

121. Imagine that you have received some land to use as you wish. How would you use this 
land? Use specific details to explain your answer. 

122. What is the most important animal in your country? Why is the animal important? Use 
reasons and specific details to explain your answer. 

123. Many parts of the world are losing important natural resources, such as forests, 
animals, or clean water. Choose one resource that is disappearing and explain why it needs 
to be saved. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 

124. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A zoo has no useful purpose. 
Use specific reasons and examples to explain your answer. 

125. In some countries, people are no longer allowed to smoke in many public places and 
office buildings. Do you think this is a good rule or a bad rule? Use specific reasons and 
details to support your position. 

126. Plants can provide food, shelter, clothing, or medicine. What is one kind of plant that is 
important to you or the people in your country? Use specific reasons and details to explain 
your choice. 

127. You have the opportunity to visit a foreign country for two weeks. Which country would 
you like to visit? Use specific reasons and details to explain your choice. 

128. In the future, students may have the choice of studying at home by using technology 
such as computers or television or of studying at traditional schools. Which would you 
prefer? Use reasons and specific details to explain your choice. 

129. When famous people such as actors, athletes and rock stars give their opinions, many 
people listen. Do you think we should pay attention to these opinions? Use specific reasons 
and examples to support your answer. 

130. The twentieth century saw great change. In your opinion, what is one change that 
should be remembered about the twentieth century? Use specific reasons and details to 
explain your choice. 

131. When people need to complain about a product or poor service, some prefer to 
complain in writing and others prefer to complain in person. Which way do you prefer? Use 
specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

132. People remember special gifts or presents that they have received. Why? Use specific 
reasons and examples to support your answer. 



133. Some famous athletes and entertainers earn millions of dollars every year. Do you think 
these people deserve such high salaries? Use specific reasons and examples to support 
your opinion. 

134. Is the ability to read and write more important today than in the past? Why or why not? 
Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

135. People do many different things to stay healthy. What do you do for good health? Use 
specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

136. You have decided to give several hours of your time each month to improve the 
community where you live. What is one thing you will do to improve your community? Why? 
Use specific reasons and details to explain your choice. 

137. Your school has enough money to purchase either computers for students or books for 
the library. Which should your school choose to buy computers or books? Use specific 
reasons and examples to support your recommendation. 

138. Many students choose to attend schools or universities outside their home countries. 
Why do some students study abroad? Use specific reasons and details to explain your 
answer. 

139. People listen to music for different reasons and at different times. Why is music 
important to many people? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice. 

140. Groups or organizations are an important part of some people’s lives. Why are groups 
or organizations important to people? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your 
answer. 

141. Imagine that you are preparing for a trip. You plan to be away from your home for a 
year. In addition to clothing and personal care items, you can take one additional thing. What 
would you take and why? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice. 

142. When students move to a new school, they sometimes face problems. How can schools 
help these students with their problems? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your 
answer. 

143. It is sometimes said that borrowing money from a friend can harm or damage the 
friendship. Do you agree? Why or why not? Use reasons and specific examples to explain 
your answer. 

144. Every generation of people is different in important ways. How is your generation 
different from your parents‘ generation? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your 
answer. 

145. Some students like classes where teachers lecture (do all of the talking) in class. Other 
students prefer classes where the students do some of the talking. Which type of class do 
you prefer? Give specific reasons and details to support your choice. 



146. Holidays honor people or events. If you could create a new holiday, what person or 
event would it honor and how would you want people to celebrate it? Use specific reasons 
and details to support your answer. 

147. A friend of yours has received some money and plans to use all of it either o to go on 
vacation o to buy a car Your friend has asked you for advice. Compare your friend’s two 
choices and explain which one you think your friend should choose. Use specific reasons 
and details to support your choice. 

148. The 21st century has begun. What changes do you think the new century will bring? 
Use examples and details in your answer. 

149. What are some of the qualities of a good parent? Use specific details and examples to 
explain your answer. 

150. Movies are popular all over the world. Explain why movies are so popular. Use reasons 
and specific examples to support your answer. 

151. In your country, is there more need for land to be left in its natural condition or is there 
more need for land to be developed for housing and industry? Use specific reasons and 
examples to support your answer. 

152. Many people have a close relationship with their pets. These people treat their birds, 
cats, or other animals as members of their family. In your opinion, are such relationships 
good? Why or why not? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

153. Films can tell us a lot about the country where they were made. What have you learned 
about a country from watching its movies? Use specific examples and details to support your 
response. 

154. Some students prefer to study alone. Others prefer to study with a group of students. 
Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

155. You have enough money to purchase either a house or a business. Which would you 
choose to buy? Give specific reasons to explain your choice. 
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